




























































Convoke, a Bharti Foundation initiative, is a 
conference series designed to address 
challenges in imparting education and 
strengthening its quality, with a special focus 
on rural India. A forum for academic 
discussions, collaborations and intellectual 
exchanges for all those interested in academic 
research and practice including principals, 
teachers, academicians and educationists 
working at the grassroots. Started in 2015, 
the last four Convokes were held in Amritsar, 
Ludhiana, Sangrur and Jodhpur.

Venue Host:

For this edition, Bharti Institute of Public Policy, 
one of the four key institutes at the Indian 
School of Business, Mohali acted as our venue 
host. Emerging as India’s eminent public 
policy think tank, it offers an Advanced 
Management Programme in Public Policy for 
senior professionals. Bharti Institute promotes 
empirical data and evidence driven research to 
guide policy formulation and implementation 
in India and other developing countries. 
www.isb.edu/bipp

Jury Partner:

Sambodhi is a leading research and training 
agency, building and strengthening the 
ecosystem for evidence in today’s 
development and policy landscape. They 
monitor and evaluate large-scale interventions, 
provide advanced analytics and work for 
capacity building of professionals. Sambodhi 
acted as the Jury Partner and graded the 
papers based on a predefined rubric. 

http://www.sambodhi.co.in/ 

Chief Guest: Inaugural Session, Prof.  Sridhar 
Srivastava, Dean, NCERT

Prof. Srivastava has been a key resource at the 
Educational Survey Division of NCERT for many 
years and Head since 2015. Amongst his many 
accomplishments, he led the National 
Achievement Survey (Cycle 3) for Class III and 
VIII, was National Coordinator at the All India 
School Education Survey, led the National 
Talent Search Scheme (NTSS) of GoI and many 
other just programs.

Chief Guest: Valedictory Session, Mr. Kamlesh 
Pant (IAS), Principal Secretary (Education), 
Himachal Pradesh. Mr Pant has held various 
posts in his illustrious career as an IAS officer. 
He was on deputation to the Central 
government before he returning back to HP as 
Principal Secretary, Education.

Guest of Honour: Mr. Subir Shukla, Principal 
Coordinator, Group Ignus

Mr. Shukla works on improving the quality of 
education system, beginning in 1986 when he 
lived in a tribal village for 6 years, working on 
primary education with Eklavya, Madhya 
Pradesh. He has worked extensively with 
government systems, as Chief Consultant 
(DPEP, 1995-98), Educational Quality Advisor 
(SSA) to MHRD (2009-11) and led the 
development of the Quality Framework for the 
RTE.

Moderators:

Dr. Pradeep Misra, Professor of Education, 
Chaudhary Charan Singh University, Meerut.

Dr. Misra’s academic contributions include 
publications, research projects, educational 
media and guiding over a dozen researchers. 
He has to his credit several chapters and 
books, over 50 research papers in national and 
international journals.

Dr. Avik Sarkar, Associate Professor, ISB.

Dr. Sarkar is an advisor at various government 
committees like the Bureau of Indian 
Standards (BIS) committee ‘Artificial 
Intelligence’, Analytics Advisory committee for 
Government e-Marketplace, Technical Advisory 
Committee (TAC) of Census 2021 and so on.
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